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Simpson Conservation Easement Signed in Plymouth
Betty Jo Taffe
Driving along the crest of Highland Street in Plymouth, your eye
is inevitably drawn to the lovely colonial homestead, stone wall,
gates, and flower gardens at the corner leading to the Plymouth
schools. The Pemi-Baker Land Trust (PBLT) is pleased to announce that this property was recently protected by a conservation easement donated by its owner, Phil Simpson. The easement conserves woodlands and the open field bordering Highland Street and Old Ward Bridge Road. Within the property are
721 feet of frontage along the Baker River and almost 5 acres
in the environmentally sensitive zone within 500 feet of the
river’s edge.

Gate on the Simpson property on Highland Street

ground water and surface water adjacent to the Baker River will
be maintained, and views along one of Plymouth’s main thoroughfares, the entrance to and from the grounds of Plymouth’s
public schools and the viewshed from the Baker River, will be
preserved for the scenic enjoyment of the general public.”
Ninety percent of the property is forested land, predominantly
with white pine and a smaller stand of mixed hardwood. Under
the property’s Forest Stewardship Plan, limited management
may be conducted with the primary goal of maintaining and
improving the health of the forest and wildlife habitat. The
easement designates a 4-acre Residential Area that includes
the existing house, which is restricted to single family use, as
well as the garage, driveway, and lawns. A small livestock
barn, paddock, and pasture may be constructed in the future in
the Residential Area.
When asked about what motivated him to make this donation
Mr. Simpson talked about his family. “In effecting the easement, my greatest satisfaction is in knowing that the prior stewards of the property – my grandfather, Frank Foster, who astutely purchased what was formerly the Plymouth Golf Course,
my grandmother, Gertrude Foster, and later my aunt, Alice Foster – would be so pleased that their cherished piece of New
Hampshire will forever be preserved in its beautiful, natural
state. As none of us is guaranteed a tomorrow, I felt an urgency to realize my long-term objective of leaving a lasting legacy
in their memory. That being accomplished, I look forward to
many years of enjoying my protected homestead, comforted in
knowing that the pleasure it brings to me and to others will indeed be enduring.”

“The Pemi-Baker Land Trust deeply appreciates Mr. Simpson’s
vision and concern for the natural habitat of Plymouth that led
him to grant this easement,” states Widge Kent, member of the
Land Trust’s Land Transaction Committee and former member
of the town’s Select and Planning Boards. “It preserves a total
of 28 acres of field and forest a short distance from Plymouth’s
downtown. The property will be retained predominantly in its
natural, scenic and open condition exclusively for conservation
purposes.”
“This property offers significant public benefit by providing nonmotorized outdoor recreation for the general public and for students and staff of the Plymouth schools,” according to Janice
Mulherin, president of the Land Trust. “Trails on the property
will remain open for cross-country running and skiing, hiking,
wildlife viewing and other outdoor activities.” Her sons Sean
and Kyler Mulherin were among the many Plymouth Regional
High School students who trained by running and skiing the
Simpson property trails.
While Mr. Simpson will continue to own the land, he has given
up the right to develop the property. Mulherin added, “By placing a conservation easement on the property, a significant block
of unfragmented wildlife habitat will be protected, the quality of

It is easy to understand why Mr. Simpson was interested in exploring the options
available to protect his property from development.

As easement holder, PBLT is responsible for enforcing the provisions of the conservation easement “in perpetuity” (a very,
(Continued on page 2)
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Save These Spring Dates

Janice Mulherin
On a recent long ride home from having lunch with my sisters
and 93 year-old mother, I tuned in to a TED talk on New Hampshire Public Radio. Since this was the holiday season, the theme
was giving. This particular talk was by a young volunteer firefighter. The first time his pager went off, he was called out in the
middle of the night to a house fire where the elderly homeowner,
dressed in her housecoat and standing barefoot, was speaking
with the Fire Chief. She was understandably upset since she
didn’t know if the family dog was still in the house.
This young firefighter thought that this would be his opportunity to
be a hero. He envisioned telling his kids how he put the fire out
and saved the dog. But the Chief sent a more experienced colleague to rescue the dog. The firefighter was asked to get the
woman a pair of shoes. Weeks later, the woman wrote a note
thanking the fire department for saving her home and her dog.
She noted how the kindness of someone finding her a pair of
shoes was especially meaningful. The moral of the story: Don’t
miss out on an opportunity to do something good while you are
waiting to do something great.
So how does this relate to the Bog? Well, Quincy Bog is great
because of all the good things that so many of you do. Whether
it is the time a Bog Host spends at the Nature Center, a docent
sharing their love of nature with a school group, or a board member digging up an invasive plant, these are the good things that
make the Bog what we enjoy today. So, how can all of you be
Bog heroes? Remember that it takes many little things to make a
visit to the Bog great – pick up a piece of litter or a move a
downed branch off the trail, make sure your dog is a wellbehaved guest, join us for an evening program or workshop,
share your love of the Bog with a child or a neighbor, and remember the Bog when you are making your annual donations.
I hope you’ll find time during the beautiful winter season to visit
the Bog. And don’t miss out on the doing good things. See you
at the Bog.
Janice Mulherin is beginning her fourth year as President of the Board of
Directors of Quincy Bog Natural Area and is a fan of NHPR.

Please Join Us as a Friend of Quincy Bog
Each winter we ask for
your donation to support
Quincy Bog Natural Area
and the Pemi-Baker Land
Trust. The generosity of
our Friends funds Bog
Notes, our interpretive
literature (trail guide and checklists), the Junior Naturalist Program, summer programs, trail maintenance, and other routine
expenses of the Bog and the Land Trust. We have no paid employees so your entire donation goes directly toward our mission
of Conserving Land, Connecting People with Nature. We need
and appreciate your support. Please place a check in the enclosed remittance envelope and drop it in the mail. Thank you.



The Board of Directors for Quincy Bog Natural Area and the Pemi-Baker
Land Trust

Mark your calendar now with the dates for this early walk and
workshop:
Iain MacLeod will lead his annual Spring Bird Walk from 7:00
to 9:30 AM.
 Sunday, May 14, 2017
Rick Van de Poll will lead a Wild Edible & Medicinal Plants
and Fungi Workshop. The workshop will start at 9:00 AM and end
at 1:00 PM. Pre-registration will be required.
 Sunday, June 4, 2017
Both programs will meet at the Nature Center. Later this winter
check our website for more details (www.quincybog.org). In the
meantime, visit us on Facebook and enjoy some of the best photography and videos anywhere. (Photo below by Sue Buttrick).
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very long time – forever!). Members of the PBLT Stewardship
Committee will monitor the property on an annual basis, report
their findings to the landowner, and work with the owner to maintain the provisions of the easement. If need be, a land trust may,
by legal process, enforce the conservation easement. A conservation easement is attached to the property, not to the landowner, and therefore, the easement continues when ownership
changes. Land trusts work with new owners to be sure they understand and respect the easement conditions. In addition to
protecting the special value that an owner feels for their property,
landowners may receive tax benefits for granting an easement.
The Pemi-Baker Land Trust welcomes inquiries and proposals by
landowners who wish to place their land under some type of conservation protection. The Simpson easement is the eighth property to be protected with the assistance of PBLT. The Trust can
accept both conservation easements and direct donations of
land. If you have land that you are interested in protecting or
wish to make a donation to this work, please contact Betty Jo
Taffe, Chair of the PBLT Land Transaction Committee, at 603786-2553 or visit our website at www.pemi-bakerlandtrust.org
Betty Jo Taffe is the chair of the Land Transaction Committee of the PBLT.
Photos by Nate and Janice Mulherin.

The Pemi-Baker Land Trust (PBLT) serves the towns of the Baker
River and upper Pemigewasset River Valley. This includes all or
parts of: Benton, Campton, Dorchester, Ellsworth, Groton, Holderness, Lincoln, Orford, Piermont, Plymouth, Rumney, Thornton,
Warren, Wentworth, and Woodstock, a region defined more by
watershed than political boundaries. The PBLT and the Quincy
Bog Natural Area (www.quincybog.org) are both managed by
Rumney Ecological Systems.
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Junior Naturalist Corner
Marguerite Crowell
Organisms, or living things, have adaptations that help them to survive in their environment. In the winter months, an organism can be described as either a chionophobe (kye-own-oh-fobe), chioneuphore
(kye-own-you-four), or chionophile (kyeown-oh-file). The Greek roots of these
words mean, in order, “snow fearer,” “snow
tolerator” and “snow lover.”

Surviving Winter!

Cool Fact—If you prefer to stay inside in the
winter, you are like other chioneuphores
seeking shelter!

Chionophobes fear winter. These organisms avoid the snow and cold. Some
hibernate, like bats and frogs. Others
avoid the snow altogether by migrating,
like ruby-throated hummingbirds and monarch butterflies.
Cool Fact—”Snow Bird” is a name given to
humans who seasonally travel to warmer
climates to avoid the cold and snow!
Chioneuphores stay and endure the
winter. Some organisms don’t have any

special adaptations for the cold. Moose
take shelter from the snow under conifers
while voles make tunnels beneath the
snow.

Snowshoe hare track
Photo by Marguerite Crowell who also wrote this
article. She is active at QBNA with the Junior
Naturalist Program and leading school groups
who visit the Bog.

Chionophiles love winter. Some living
things have definite adaptations for existing
in winter conditions. The snowshoe hare is
one example. The hare has developed fur
to stay warm that is thick and white and
blends with the environment. They also
have big hind feet that help them move on
the snow. Another example of an adaptation are the branches of spruce trees that
slope downward to shed snow.
Cool Fact—Humans have adapted to winter
by wearing warm clothing, and using snowshoes or skis!

Combating Invasive Yellow Iris
at Quincy Bog

Great Blue Heron Volunteers at Quincy Bog –
Summer 2016

Gino Infascelli

Pat Barker

Each year many visitors use the Wildflowers of Quincy Bog
Checklist for tracking their knowledge of plants during their
spring and summer walks. Recently new flowers appeared at
the Bog that were identified as the invasive species yellow iris,
also known as yellow flag or water flag (Iris pseudacorus).
Yellow iris is a non-native, invasive species in the United States
and, in many states,
including New Hampshire, the sale of these
plants is prohibited.
More than two dozen
invasive plant species
are regulated by the
NH Departments of
Agriculture and Environmental Services to
protect the health of
native species and the
environment.

Image source: http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu

The leaves of the yellow iris are flat and can
be as tall as four feet.
They can be easily
mistaken for cattails
especially in larger
groups. Their habitats
are similar to cattails,
growing in saturated

This summer, many visitors and volunteers
mentioned our resident great blue heron
“on duty” on a floating island in the Bog.
He was at his post on a regular basis much
like the Bog Hosts who welcome visitors at
the Nature Center. Maybe next summer a
beaver or a moose could be trained to put
in scheduled performances as well!
Historically the Nature Center at the Quincy Bog Natural Area
has only been open during the summer months. In 2016 for the
first time, it was also open for a few days in June, September and
October. Several Bog Friends commented how pleased they
were to find the Nature Center building open in the spring and
fall. Since visitors are welcome year-round, the plan is to continue to be open some days in the non-summer months from now
on. (New volunteers who are able to serve those months would
be welcome.) QBNA thanks the 11 regular Bog Volunteers who
opened the Nature Center for those extended months.
The July and August season will be remembered for periods of
heat and the lack of rain. The “lakefront” pool below the Nature
Center deck got smaller and smaller as the summer progressed
and by summer’s end the main pond was covered in various species of lily pads.
Mary McGrath, Dan Kemp and others appreciated the identification labels on the variety of ferns at Quincy Bog. They made a
study of ferns their project this summer! There were many visitors from out of New England who wrote gratifyingly enthusiastic
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soils and wetlands that are seasonally or permanently flooded.
Yellow iris spread rapidly and can form very dense colonies, outcompeting other plants.
Prior to flowering the yellow iris looks extremely similar to the
native species blue flag (Iris versicolor). At Quincy Bog Natural
Area once the flowers of the yellow iris started to bloom, the
plants were marked for removal. As they flowered, the stems
were cut to prevent them from producing seed.
Three summers ago 10 plants were identified near the inlet and
station #19 on the northern side of the Bog. These were dug out
of the saturated soil. Care was taken to reach under the plants
to remove as many of the rhizomes – underground, horizontally
spreading stems – as possible. Placed into heavy-duty trash
bags, the heavy plants were carried out to the parking lot for
proper disposal.
Two years ago no yellow iris were identified. Last year 25 plants
were found. The removal sequence was the same with the exception that the plants were set aside in an upland area letting
the water drain out of each cluster. This tactic eliminated 75% of
the weight making them easier to remove from the Bog. As yellow iris are spread by their underground rhizomes and their floating seeds, the area will continue to monitored and hopefully their
spread downstream will be prevented.
At Quincy Bog Natural Area, we consider it a high priority to prevent, detect, and control invasive species using appropriate
methods. In 2013 we developed a Policy for Prevention and
Control of Invasive Plants on properties under our control, which

guides our response to emerging situations like the yellow iris.
As a visitor if you find an invasive species, you are encouraged
to notify QBNA with the approximate location using the stations
as shown on the Quincy Bog Natural Area Trail Map
(www.quincybog.org/images/TrailGuides/QbogTrailMap.pdf).
Next spring as you complete your Wildflowers of Quincy Bog
Checklist, our goal is that you can do so without finding any nonnative species.
For more information regarding invasive species see the following state agency websites:

 http://agriculture.nh.gov/publications-forms/documents/prohibitedinvasive-species.pdf

 http://des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/pip/factsheets/bb/
documents/bb-40.pdf
Gino Infascelli is the Vice President of the Board of Directors of QBNA and the
primary combatant of the yellow iris.

(Continued from page 3, Barker)

notes in the visitors’ logs. Folks from Texas, Washington DC,
California, Tennessee, New Jersey, and New York, as well as
several Canadian Provinces walked the Bog trail this year. Children who had attended one of our Junior Naturalist School Programs brought their parents to see the Bog. A retired mayor of
Laconia walked our trail while recovering from surgery. There
were many, many other heart-warming stories from the visitors’
logs or recorded by the volunteers during 2016. Our loyal Bog
Volunteers are what make Quincy Bog Natural Area great!
Pat Barker and Kathy Wallace coordinate the volunteer services for QBNA.
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