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In July 2008, Emily Brunkhurst from the NH Fish & Game 
(NHFG) presented Bats of New Hampshire at a Quincy Bog 

evening program.  During the program Brunkhurst dis-
cussed White Nose Syndrome, a serious disease impact-
ing bats in New Hampshire and throughout the northeast.  
The following is an excerpt of a recent press release from 
NHFG on the status of White Nose Syndrome (used with 
permission from NHFG © 2010). 

An Update on White Nose Syndrome and New Hampshire Bats 

know whether some of these bats will permanently disappear 
from the landscape, or exactly how the loss will change the 
ecology of our state," said Brunkhurst. "We may have more 
forest or agricultural pest issues, but it’s just too early to tell."   
 
How can you help?  If you have bats in your barn or house or 
other buildings, please try to leave them there, say biolo-
gists.  Bats breed much more successfully in large colonies 
where the combined heat helps the young bats grow.  If you 
have problems with guano, put a ceiling of plastic between the 
bats and your equipment, but DO NOT seal the bats in.  Also, 
stay out of caves and mines, year round.  The fungus can be 
picked up on clothing and gear, and transported to other 
sites.  If you travel to a state which has not yet detected WNS, 
do not take any clothing or gear that has been in a cave or 
mine in the affected states (the entire Northeast and as far 
south as Tennessee).  For more information, visit the NHFG 
website at www.wildnh.com/Wildlife/Nongame/bats.html. 

While bats in the northeast are not pollinators, bats 
play an important role in pollination in other regions of 
the country such as the southwest where they feed on 
agave and cactus. (source: Pollinator.org) 
 

To learn more about pollinators, attend Backyard Pollinators, 
the August 25 program at Quincy Bog .  See the Program insert 
in this newsletter for more details. 

Bat Facts  

Chris Mattrick, Quincy Bog board member and WMNF Botanist, 
has created two amazing wildflower gardens in New Hamp-
shire.  One is at the visitor’s center just off the Kancamagus 
Highway at the Saco Ranger District Office in Conway.  The 
second garden is a work-in-progress at the new National Forest 
Headquarters off Interstate 93, exit 27 in Campton.  The plants 
were raised at the New England Wildflower Society and at local 
nurseries.  These plantings should give us some great ideas for 
our own gardens.   

Wildflower Gardens  
Pat Barker 

Volunteer Opportunities 

As always, we are looking for volunteers to be on hand at the 
Nature Center in July and August for 2 ½ hours, one day a 
week, either mornings or afternoons.   This year we are also 
looking for volunteers on Saturdays and Sundays in June, Sep-
tember, and October.  If you are interested in learning more 
about volunteering at Quincy Bog, please call Pat Barker, Di-
rector of Volunteers, for information at 536-2401). 

Winter surveys by biologists show that the deadly bat disease 
called White Nose Syndrome (WNS) is having a dramatic im-
pact on New Hampshire's bat populations.  Currently, five of 
the eight species of New Hampshire bats are affected by WNS, 
including the common little brown bat.  One species, the north-
ern long-eared bat, has now disappeared from many hiberna-
cula (bat wintering places) throughout the Northeast. 
 
NHFG Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Biologist Emily 
Brunkhurst joined biologist Dr. Jacques Veilleux of 
Franklin Pierce University and Dr. Scott Reynolds of 
St. Paul's School for a midwinter survey of bat hiberna-
cula in NH. Over several weeks, the team surveyed 
NH bat hibernacula. Overall, numbers were way down, 
but a few encouraging signs emerged.  In one small 
mine, which is heavily flooded (researchers wear wet-
suits to conduct the survey), the bat population had 
increased from 48 bats in 2009 to 60 bats this year, 
with very little sign of WNS.  Two very small hiberna-
cula were discovered in old World War II bunkers, and no signs 
of WNS were apparent in the 83 bats found there. Statewide, 
however, bat population numbers were down significantly, for 
an overall population decline of 66% since last year.  WNS has 
hit hard in Vermont, which has the biggest hibernacula in New 
England, Aeolus Cave.  Before WNS, Aeolus Cave had an esti-
mated population of 200,000-300,000 bats.  Now, bat numbers 
there have plummeted by as much as 90% -- a loss of tens of 
thousands of bats in a single hibernaculum.   
 
WNS first appeared in New York in 2006 and now has been 
documented in 11 states; it has expanded as far south as Ten-
nessee and as far north as Ontario, Canada.  Some of the 
spread can be attributed to migrating bats, but it is also feared 
that humans are transporting the fungus on their caving cloth-
ing and gear.  Because of this, the US Fish & Wildlife Service 
requests all cavers to disinfect their gear between cave vis-
its.  In addition, do not bring any gear used in an infected state 
into a cave in an uninfected state, as disinfection procedures 
are not 100% effective, and respect all cave closures. 
 
Why is the spread of WNS so important?  Bats are the biggest 
predator of night-flying insects. Also, recovery from the on-
slaught of the disease will be difficult, because bats are slow 
breeders. They typically live a long life (over 20 years) and pro-
duce one, or rarely two, pups each year.  As with most young 
of the year wildlife, not all pups survive, so rebuilding bat popu-
lations after such a rapid decline could take decades. "We don't 

http://www.wildnh.com/Wildlife/Nongame/bats.html
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Presidentôs Perspective 
 

Busy as Beavers 
Betty Jo Taffe 

Clipart ©2002 Zackery Zdinak 

Spring is always a busy time at Quincy Bog, 
but seems especially so this year. Maybe 
that’s because I’ve been away, enjoying a 
colder than usual but almost always sunny 
Southwest while folks back here had a 
milder than usual winter and an early spring.   
 
On my walk this morning (the last day of 
April) I noticed that the speckled leaves of 
the Trout Lily (also called Dogtooth Violet) 
are still visible, but the flowers have gone by, 
as has the Trailing Arbutus (Mayflowers). 
The forest on the back side of the Bog is 
carpeted with small white Goldthread flow-
ers, and Early Saxifrage is blooming on the 
ledges. I also found a scattering of Wild Oats 
and some Dwarf Ginseng along the trail. 
Cinnamon and other common ferns are still 
in the fiddlehead stage, ready to grow and 
unfurl as the weather warms.  
 
It was evident that the beavers have been – 
well – busy as beavers. They’ve built an 
extensive system of shallow dikes near the 
inlet stream, flooding perhaps an acre ex-
tending on both sides of the raised board-
walks the Trail Committee put in place last 
fall, anticipating just such an eventuality. 
New beaver dams along the outlet stream, 
including one blocking the culvert on private 
land south of the Bog, had raised water lev-
els almost to the top of the Eagle Scout 
Bridge, blocking both accesses and threat-
ening the bridge itself until my husband 
waded in (literally, with chest-high waders) 
to remove the dam so the water could drain.  
Not surprisingly, water levels in the main 
pond are high, but the trail is now free of 
standing water and quite walkable.  
 
The Board of Directors, in March, updated 
our Mission Statement to include the Pemi-
Baker Land Trust, and adopted a vision 
statement, the first steps toward developing 
a Strategic Plan for the organization. In the 
coming months Directors will develop and 
adopt a plan with goals, objectives and ac-
tion plans to help guide the organization into 
the future. 
 
The Program Committee has organized an-
other outstanding series of Wednesday eve-
ning programs, Saturday morning nature 
walks, and the ever-popular Mycology Work-

shop. The program insert in this edition of 
Bog Notes lists the dates and brief descrip-
tions of this summer’s offerings. Programs 
are also posted on our website, quincy-
bog.org. Four of our evening programs are 
sponsored by the Ruth V. Fisher Fund, and 
two by the NH Humanities Council.  
 
Webmaster Ron Reynolds reports that 
quincybog.org has been averaging 600-1000 
hits to the site per week since the beginning 
of 2010. The most frequently accessed web-
pages are: the homepage, Jr. Naturalist, trail 
map, photo gallery, Bog Notes and About 
Us. The pages most frequently downloaded 
are: the trail map, Bog Notes, and directions.  
 
Teachers Peggy Horton (Warren Village 
School) and Barbara Patterson (Thornton 
Central School) report that their students 
have also been “busy as beavers” working 
on their Jr. Naturalist Activity Booklets. The 

classes will return to the 
Bog in May to complete the 
remaining activities required 
to become Jr. Naturalists. 
After taking the Jr. Naturalist 
Pledge to protect special 
places like the Quincy Bog, 
to continue learning about 
the world of nature and to 

share that knowledge with family and 
friends, they’ll be awarded badges identify-
ing them as Quincy Bog Jr. Naturalists, and 
will be listed on the Quincy Bog Jr. Naturalist 
bulletin board in the Nature Center. This 
summer children and their families are in-
vited to get outdoors and participate in the 
Jr. Naturalist Program.  Pick up your Jr. 
Naturalist booklet at the Nature Center off 
Quincy Bog Road in Rumney or visit our 
website to get started . 
 
So far this spring Bog Host and volunteer 
Jackie Carreaux has observed an American 
Bittern, a Bald Eagle and an Osprey at the 
Bog. Don’t miss John William’s bird walk on 
May 22 – you might be able to see some 
special birds, too. 
 
We hope to see you on the trail or at one of 
our programs at the Quincy Bog this sum-
mer. It will be time well spent, no matter how 
busy you are.  
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Junior       Naturalist       Corner  
Beaver Picnic  

Widge Kent  

Last fall one of the Junior Naturalists of the Quincy Bog 
Natural Area hiked the trail around the Bog.  He observed 
a newly fallen tree that had been gnawed down by a bea-
ÖÅÒȢ  )Ô ×ÁÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÓÉÚÅÄ ÈÁÒÄ×ÏÏÄȢ  (Å ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÒÅÃÁÌÌ ÓÅÅȤ
ing the tree before.  He knew that it had recently been 
felled because the stump was still oozing sap and the 
ÔÒÅÅȭÓ ÌÅÁÖÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÁÎÃÈÅÓȢ  4ÈÅ ÂÅÁÖÅÒ ÈÁÄ 
done a good job of landing the tree so that it was easily 
accessible by water. 
 

A few days later the Junior Naturalist returned and was 
surprised by what he saw.  The entire tree trunk was clear 
of bark!  He imagined that a family of beaver must have 

had a picnic with all the family mem-
bers gathered around the fallen 
trunk eating the sweet fresh bark.  
He could see the marks in the wood 
made by their teeth.  Since beavers 
are usually nocturnal, he guessed it 
was an evening picnic. 
 

If you want to find the picnic tree go 
to the ledges on the back side of the 
Bog and look for marker #23 (yellow 

trail guide marker) in a nearby tree.   The stump is at the 

FACT #1:  Did you know that the plural of beaver can 
be beavers or beaver?  According to the dictionary either 
spelling is correct.  It is like the plural of deer.  Can you 
ÔÈÉÎË ÏÆ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÉÍÁÌÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅ ÁÎ ȬÓȭ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ 
plural is used? 

If you want to learn more about beaver, go to the Nature 
Center.  Inside there are beaver skulls complete with large 
orange rodent teeth that continued to grow throughout 
ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÖÅÒȭÓ ÌÉÆÅȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ 
also some pictures of the bea-
ver of Quincy Bog and a flyer 
from NH Fish & Game / UNH 
Cooperative Extension with 
some interesting information 
about beavers.   

Do you want to learn more about becoming a Junior Naturalist?   
Visit the Nature Center at Quincy Bog Natural Area or go to our website quincybog.org 

FACT #2:   A beaver will eat all parts of a tree, but its 
favorite part is the white layer just under the bark.  Yum!  
A beaver will also eat water lily tubers, clover, and apples. 

Image: Seyemon 

Interesting Facts  

Books Weôre Reading at the Bog 

Pat Barker is a member of the Board of Directors for RES 

and has submitted the following review for our feature 

Books Weôre Reading at the Bog.  The editors encourage 

our readers to submit short reviews of books or articles 

they feel would be of interest to other Bog Notes readers.  

Submissions may be sent to: bognotes@quincybog.org 

Wild Plants I Have Known...and Eaten 
A Review by Pat Barker 

 

Russ Cohen, a speaker at Quincy Bog last summer, had the 
audience laughing out loud during his program.  His theme: we 
should eat wild plants as our ancestors did.  Further, it is our 
duty to eat invasive plants.  I’m afraid even if we did start eating 
quantities of alien plants, we probably wouldn’t make much of a 
dent in them, but it is a great idea.  Mr. Cohen told the audi-
ence that there are more than 70 edible plants in the area that 
he has photographed. 

Mr. Cohen has written a delightful book on the 
subject of identifying, preparing, and eating wild 
plants.  Wild Plants I Have Known…and Eaten 
is as amusing and vastly informative as was the 
author’s talk at Quincy Bog.  Illustrated by 
Stephanie Letendre, the book is a very wel-
come addition to my wild flower book collection.  
The book was published in 2004 by the Essex 
County Greenbelt Association, which receives 
all proceeds from the sale of the book. 

 
If you missed Russ Cohen’s program last summer, you’ll have 
another chance on June 21st at the Campton Historical Society 
Town House at 7:30.  At that meeting he will present: “Edible 
Wild Plants and Mushrooms.”  You can find or order Mr. 
Cohen’s book at bookstores or the website www.ecga.org. 

×ÁÔÅÒȭÓ ÅÄÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÅ ÌÁÙÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÐÅÒÐÅÎÄÉÃÕÌÁÒ 
to the shore.   
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This edition of the Quincy Bog Notes has been partially under-
written by a donation from  the Community Guaranty Savings 
Bank of Plymouth and Campton, NH (603) 536-0001. 

Ode to the Bog by Kathy Blake 

Oh, the beautiful Bog! 
Winds whispering among tall trees,  

Breezes rustling 
through grassy marsh reeds. 

 
Majestic starkness 

of towering dead pines; 
Home to many 

over the course of time. 
 

Broad open skies, 
a bird’s pure delight, 

to flit and flutter,  
in care-free flight. 

 
A resident blue heron, 

eying his prey; 
Standing so still, 

for most of the day. 
 

Magical little islands 
that dot the expansive bog, 

amidst swirling, elfin dances, 
of the misty morning fog. 

 
The water, sometimes motionless, 

with tones of silver & grey; 
Often windswept & sparkling,  
like the sea on a windy day. 

 
Beaver, muskrat, and otter, 

in the water at play; 
Seen in the early mornings,  
and at the ending of the day. 

 
Big moose and little alike, 

feeding near the water’s edge; 
Feasting on muddy “pond goodies” 

growing in the sedge. 
 

Listening for returning geese, 
a traditional Autumn sound; 
Comforted by their presence 
and “honking” all around! 

 
The quietness of the blanketing snows,  

during the winter of the year, 
Makes this, of all the different times,  

a favorite, to be here. 
 

So many are the faces, 
of the bog daily displayed; 

Such colors, hues, and scents, 
so varied in array. 

 
A very special place to be,  

that I so dearly love; 
a gift from its creator, 

the Lord our God above. 

Kathy lives on Cranberry Bog Rd and is inspired daily by her close proximity to Quincy Bog. 

 
Boardwalks traveled by families, 

and children having fun; 
Sometime taken by creatures, 

like foxes on the run! 
 

A symphony of peepers peeping 
is the harbinger of spring; 

The sound of bullfrogs croaking, 
is what the summer brings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The kingfisher , owl, and bittern 
feathered fowl of the air, 

Whose sightings are so thrilling, 
as they’re considered rather rare. 

 
Dragon-flies, salamanders & toads, 

are sights familiar to the bog; 
As are sun-turtles laying eggs, 
and then returning to their logs. 

 
A flying squirrel returning 
to the hollow in his tree, 

Looks so awesome gliding,  
so graceful, and so free. 


